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   With the growing number of political committees that are NOT affiliated with any political party or candidate and the growing outlandish claims made, it is refreshing to see one of Colorado’s legislators stepping up to the plate. 
   Colorado already has law in place making it a misdemeanor to communicate false information about candidates and issues (Colorado Revised Statutes, Section 1-13-109). 
   Senate Bill 12-147 is being carried by Senator Irene Aguilar, M.D., D-Denver/Jefferson, and addresses a different type of voter fraud and Coloradans’ right to vote. 
Senate Bill 12-147:  This bill concerns “The Intent to Prevent a Person From Voting in an Election by Intentionally Communicating False Information,” and is a bill against voter suppression. 
   SB 147 creates a new crime, making it a “class 5 felony to prevent or dissuade a person from voting by knowingly making false statements regarding election procedures or voter eligibility, if the communication is within 90 days of an election. 
   Senator Aguilar relates just part of the background that provides the impetus for SB 147 and states, “More than 45 years after passage of the Voting Rights Act, voters across the country continue to be targets of deceptive practices and intimidation aimed at suppressing the vote.” Senator Aguilar cited just some of the false information disseminated to voters: 
	Conviction in a 2010 Maryland gubernatorial race for targeting minority voters with recorded phone calls; 

Fliers in Virginia falsely claiming to come from the State Board of Elections and encouraging voters supporting Republican candidates to vote on Tuesday, November 4th (Election Day) and voters supporting Democratic candidates to vote on Wednesday, November 5th to avoid congestion at the polls; and
Election flyers in Milwaukee in 2004 falsely claimed to be from the Milwaukee Black Voters League, and attempting to suppress votes by stating, ‘If you’ve already voted in any election this year, you can’t vote in the presidential election.’” That flyer also contained this admonition, “If you violate any of these laws, you can get 10 years in prison and your children will be taken from you.” 
   SB 147 focuses on voter suppression tactics including knowingly providing false information about the time and place of elections and the eligibility criteria for voting in an election,” and was passed by the full Senate, 19-16.
Sponsor of Senate Bill 12-147: Senator Irene Aguilar, M.D., D-Denver/Jefferson, 866-4852; Representative Angela William, D-Denver, 866-2909. 
Senate Bill 12-105: Concerns creating a judicial process for individuals seeking relief from collateral consequences of a criminal conviction. 
   Collateral consequences are defined as “penalties, disabilities or disadvantages imposed on an individual as a result of a criminal conviction that apply by operation of law whether or not the penalties, disabilities or disadvantages are included in the judgment or sentence.” 
   There are numerous conditions and criteria imposed by SB 105 on those applying for relief from collateral consequences: 
	waiting period to apply for a certificate of rehabilitation is 3 years after termination of a sentence for a felony offense; 1 year after termination of a sentence for a misdemeanor offense; and

application fee is $225.00.
   Criteria rendering an individual ineligible to apply for a certificate of rehabilitation: 
	two or more felony convictions; 

a felony conviction that resulted in permanent disability or serious bodily injury of another; 
a felony assault conviction involving domestic violence; 
a designation as a habitual offender; and
   Under certain situations, an individual may petition the court to seal conviction records, except basic identifying information, pertaining to petty offenses or municipal violations provided the individual has not been charged or convicted of a criminal offense in the previous three years. 
Lead Sponsors of Senate Bill 12-105:  Senator Pat Steadman, D-Adams/Denver, 866-4861; Representative Claire Levy, D-Boulder/Clear Creek; 866-2578. 
Senate Bill 12-086: Governor Hickenlooper emphasized the purpose of this bill during his state-of-the-state address – cost of regulatory compliance for businesses in Colorado. Legislators appear to agree with the Governor’s theory that Colorado’s regulations for business are burdensome, there is too much red tape, and government “needs to get out of the way.” 
   SB 086 creates a legislatively appointed task force to study the cost of regulatory compliance for businesses in Colorado. The task force will be made up of nine members from various segments of Colorado – private industry, academia, small or medium business, research and advocacy groups, individuals with expertise in the cost of regulatory compliance and a citizen of the state of Colorado. No legislative members will be serving on the task force. 
   The Senate Finance Committee voted 7-0 to refer SB 086 to the Committee on Appropriations. 
Lead Sponsor of Senate Bill 12-086: Senator Bill Cadman, R-El Paso, 866-2737; and Senate President Brandon Shaffer, D-Boulder, 866-5291, is co-sponsoring. No sponsor as yet in the House of Representatives.
The reader’s comments or questions are always welcome.  E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com.
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